198. SPEECH AT DURBAN

DURBAN,
December 20, 1913

Mr. Gandhi intimated to the audience that they were on the eve of a
most momentous decision, and that he proposed to take a vote of their
considered views at a mass meeting to be held on the morrow. He indicated
that the question that they would be called upon to decide was whether they
could in honour tender evidence to a Commission which had been constituted
without any reference to Indian wishes or opinion, and also whether the per-
sonnel of that Commission could be regarded as fair and impartial.
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199. INTERVIEW TO "THE NATAL MERCURY"

[DURBAN,

December 20, 1913]

Interviewed by a Mercury representative, Mr. Gandhi said that at the
meeting which followed his arrival with Mr. Kallenbach and Mr* Polak,
thanks were expressed for the reception accorded them. His release, he added,
was a surprise, and only when he was out of the prison did he learn that
his release was due to a recommendation of the members of the Commission.

We feel that our release throws a great responsibility upon
our shoulders, and, on learning how the Commission is constituted,
I feel that the fundamental fraud is that the Indian community
was not consulted as to the nomination of the members. The
spirit of the whole passive resistance struggle since 1907 has been
that, in matters affecting the community, the Government should
consult its opinion and sentiments. This the Government, appa-
rently, have not done regarding the Commission, and therefore2,
there is objection to its nomination of itself.

With reference to Mr. Essden and Col. Wylie, Mr. Gandhi said he had
the pleasantest recollections of both gentlemen, and had not the slightest doubt
that they would discharge their duties on the Commission conscientiously, but

* On reaching Durban station, GandhijI, Polak and Kallenbach were
garlanded and taken in a procession to the office of the Natal Indian Con*
gress where they addressed the gathering.

2 Tfce original has "thereto".
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